
Photography II (Digital) – Emerald Ridge HS 

JJiimm  MMeeyyeerrhhooffff  
253.435-6300 or jmeyerhoff@puyallup.k12.wa.us 

CCOOUURRSSEE  DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN  
The course goal of Photography II is to present an overview of the fundamentals of photography, including camera handling, both 
traditional and digital, film properties, darkroom techniques, lighting, composition, photo journalism, multimedia presentation, and digital 
darkroom techniques.  This course prepares the student for more detailed study and work in the photographic field. 

EENNDDUURRIINNGG  UUNNDDEERRSSTTAANNDDIINNGGSS//EESSSSEENNTTIIAALL  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS 

• How can I synthesize and present information using technology in a meaningful way? 
• What is the benefit of digital photography and image manipulation to society? 
• How can I use digital imaging techniques to further my career in a technological workplace? 
• To provide students with the skills to transition into more advanced study and/or work in the photographic industry. 

IINNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONNAALL  MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS 

This class will incorporate the Photography Lab. A lot of independent work will be required. It may be necessary for your 
student to work some extra hours in the lab or in the field to show mastery of all subject material. Students will have access 
to some of the school’s digital camera equipment. 
 
Access to the PSD Network and the World Wide Web is required for this class. 
 
A notebook is required for class materials and a portfolio of work will be required.  
 
Each student will be required to pay a lab fee of $20.00 to cover the costs of the paper, mounting supplies, printer toner, 
the digital cameras used in this course, and a CD of your projects at the end of the year. This fee must be paid in full by 
October 24, 2007 and is good for both semesters. 

UUNNIITTSS 

• Re-Introduction to digital imaging software and techniques 
• Elements of Composition 
• Camera comparisons 
• Natural and artificial lighting 
• Monthly theme projects 

• Career opportunities in Photography 
• Photographic history and famous photographers 
• Photo Journalism 
• Field trip opportunities 
• Culminating Student Portfolio, hard-copy and digital 

AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTTSS 

• Project based assessment using rubrics 
• Tests and quizzes 
• Culminating Portfolio 

GGRRAADDIINNGG 

• Self Management/Leadership 10% 
• Productivity 10% 
• Photography Projects 60% 
• Photography Culminating Portfolio 20% 
 
The Photography II (Digital) curriculum will add to the concepts learned in Photography I (Digital). A student who 
successfully completes this course will have shown mastery in each of the following areas: digital image manipulation, 
scanning, photography basics and history, elements of composition, and the use of digital cameras. Each student will follow 
an individual pathway through this course. As a result, there are always a wide variety of activities going on in the lab at any 
one time. 
 
In addition to the digital photography instruction, there will be seminars on the ethics of technology, job skills needed to 
thrive in a technological marketplace, teaming, communication skills, networking, and developing effective presentations. 
Grades are based on quality of work, effort, improvement and citizenship. Please see the attached course outline for a 
detailed description of exactly what coursework will be required. 



 
GGRRAADDIINNGG  CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD 

Grading Scale 
We will use the Puyallup SD grading scale as indicated in the Teacher Access Center website. 

Mr. Meyerhoff’s Grading System 

markedly superior work and consistently demonstrates a high understanding of the objectives of 

B Masters skills thoroughly: usually demonstrates a good understanding of objectives of the course. 

ement of the course objectives. Shows mastery of course objectives. 

s and all students are expected to show mastery of the skills in this class. 

 Course work is unfinished. Student has not completed all required work to receive credit for course and/or 

On e f ach course and 
are an ind

Wo ing

at an “A” means:  “Produces markedly superior work and consistently 
 objectives of the course.”  

3.  I rarely give extra credit. I feel that you must have all of the work completed to earn anything “extra.”  Most of the time, 

4.  nts you will have a great deal of time to work. Do 
tact 

 

credit for this course. 

 may be necessary for you to resubmit an assignment if you do not earn a passing grade the first time.  
 
 
 
 

 
A Produces 

the course.  

 
C Demonstrates satisfactory achiev
 
D In exceptional situations, a passing grade of “D” will be awarded. This will only be for extenuating 

circumstance

F
demonstrates little or no understanding of course objectives. 

 
ly th inal grade is recorded on a student’s official transcript. Grades reported show progress to date in e

ication of overall course performance. 

rk  throughout the semester 

Many students believe that they deserve an “A” just because they do the minimum amount of work required. This is not one 
of my beliefs. Here are some of my comments on working throughout the entire semester/year: 

1. The photography grading system states th
demonstrates a high understanding of the

2.  It would be nice if everyone earned an “A” but that is not realistic. Only the best students who consistently show 
markedly superior work will receive “A’s.” 

those who need or want extra credit are those students who have not worked as hard as they could have. 
Do not put things off until the last minute. For many of these assignme
not put it off. Use effective time management skills. If you are having trouble with an assignment, you need to con
me well before the due date. Do not wait until the due date to get help. 

5.  I believe that students must work hard through the entire semester. There are roughly 18 weeks in the semester. Do 
not expect to slack off until the final weeks and then worry about what you could do to raise your grade. The grade is for 
the entire semester, not just the final four weeks. 

6. Those students who put a great deal of effort into doing their best will do well in this course. 

All major assignments must be completed with a passing grade in order 
to receive 

It

 
 
 



Late Work Policy 
ll major assignments must be completed in order to earn a passing grade for the semester. Late work will be accepted, 
ough there will be a penalty for turning in your work late (exceptional circumstances will be considered if necessary). 

1 class day late: highest possible grade = 85% 
te: highest possible grade = 75% 

Produc
There ar ave very little time where you are not working on a project. I 
expect th roductively in this class. If not, your grade will be 
lowered. Ea uctivity grade that will be based on your effort and 

nd your group. This grade will be worth roughly 10-20% of your semester grade, enough to have 
ty. 

A
th

2 class days la
3 class days late: highest possible grade = 65% 
4 or more class days late: highest possible grade = 50% 

tivity Policy 
e many assignments in this course, and you will h
at you are going to spend 90 minutes each day working p

ch assignment and presentation will also include a prod
contributions to the class a
a large impact on your final grade. I will attempt to keep track of days that are not productive to document your productivi
There will be no arguing over comments from substitutes during the semester. 
 
You will do fine if you are productively working on your photography projects. There should be no excuses for sitting 
around, unnecessarily browsing the Internet (not for class work), or doing other work during class time. For those of you 
who work hard every day, you have nothing to worry about. 
 

CCLLAASSSSRROOOOMM  MMAANNAAGGEEMMEENNTT 
 
Class Expectations 
Hard work, regular and on-time attendance, a positive attitude, and a willingness to try new things is expected from every 
student. Students will respect each other’s ri  rules of the classroom. Any 

cal or destructive behavior can be grounds for dismissal from the class. The Digital Photography Lab is a no food and 

t 

e how technology has changed our lives and 

ount of time 
maintaining the labs and equipment. The equipment in this course gets a great deal of use throughout the year. We need to 

ment will be maintained and will be available for others to use. If there is an accident, please 
tely. Theft of the equipment will not be tolerated and could result in dismissal from this course 

now if there are any special provisions that your student may need to help him/her achieve success 

 

ght to learn, the equipment around them, and the
unethi
drink zone. 
  
The goal is to make this class a fun and safe environment for students to explore the limits of technology. It is our hope tha
students will leave this class with the confidence necessary to be productive in a technological workplace.  

Students are held to the highest ethical standards in this course. We will explor
how it will continue to do so. Many decisions about technological and personal ethics will be pursued. 

Use of the Equipment 
Emerald Ridge High School, the Puyallup School District and the Career and Technical Education department here at 
ERHS have put a lot of money into the technology at this school. Your instructors have invested a huge am

be able to trust that the equip
contact the instructor immedia
and/or a failing grade. 

Parents may help by: 
Parents are encouraged to ask their student about their work in this class – students should be proud to show their 
creations to you. Provide a means for your student to work in the lab after school occasionally if you do not have access at 
home.  Please let me k
in the class. 
 
 
 
 
 



Attendance 

strictly adhere to Emerald Ridge High School’s attendance policy 

efer to the Puyallup SD Rules and Regulations for Senior High Schools in for more on the attendance policies. 

: Students must bring a slip to class after being tardy or absent. Absences are not excused without a 
ce, you are responsible for 
y result in loss of credit.  

e after the 
bell but before ten minutes, you are tardy. Multiple tardies can lead to conferences with your parents and advisor, detention, 

view for course material. Students who are tardy or absent 
s for answering the question of the day.  

all assignments, student work, and access to grades when updated. 

I 

R

Attendance Slips
proper note or call to the attendance office from your parents. If you have an unexcused absen
bringing me the slip when the absence has been excused. Excessive unexcused absences ma

Important: After missing ten (10) minutes of class you are considered to have an unexcused absence. If you arriv

suspension and/or lowering of your grade (participation points). 

Question of the day – Photo of the Day 
Prompt attendance is important in this class and in any workplace environment. Employers will expect that you arrive to 
your job on time, or there will be consequences. At the beginning of each class period, students who arrive to class on time 
(prior to the bell ringing) will be asked a Question of the Day or the class will discuss a Photo of the Day. These questions 
and discussions are worth points each day and will be used as re
(excused or unexcused) are NOT eligible to receive these point
 
Course Web Page  
Students and parents can access the class web page by pointing their web browser to: 

http://dphoto.erhs.org/digphoto2.htm 
This web page will include 

TTEENNTTAATTIIVVEE  OOUUTTLLIINNEE  OOFF  AASSSSIIGGNNMMEENNTTSS  FFOORR  PPHHOOTTOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  II  ((DDIIGGIITTAALL)) 

 

 Re-Introduction to digital imaging 
• Review of Digital imaging terminology 
• Introduc
• Elements of Composition Review 

parisons 

 

quirements 
 
Sec

gnments 

s (digital and bound versions) 
 
 

First Semester: 
•

tion the to new cameras 

• Camera Com
• History of Photography 
• Theme Projects 
• Photo Journalism 
• Multiple photography assignments

nities • Possible field trip opportu
re• First semester portfolio 

ond Semester: 
• Multiple photography assignments 
• Theme Projects 
• Photo Journalism 
• Possible field trip opportunities 
• Lighting assi
• Panoramic images 
• her studies  Famous Photograp
• Culminating Portfolio

 
 
 



Re r hotography II - 2007-2008 - Period 5  

 son or daughter in Photography: 

 
 

tu n this page signed to Mr. Meyerhoff P
 
Comments or Concerns about my

 

 

Teacher 
Student Schedule 
Pd Course 
1   
3   
5 Photography II (Digital) Mr. Meyerhoff 
   

2   
4   
6   

Adv  
 
Communication 

Parent/Guardian email addresses: (E-mail is the best way for me to contact you quickly) 

 ame N

 Name 

 
Student email addre
 

sses: (E-mail is the best way for me to contact you quickly) 

 
Parent/Guardian Name    Phone      Best time to call 

  
 

 
   
 

e have read and understaW nd this invitation to learn as described in the syllabus. Our signatures 
how that we are setting a course for success in this class.  

r _________________________________________  

tudent Signature________________________________________________  

____________________  

s
 
Parent/Guardian Signatu e
 

S
 
Student Name PRINTED ________________________
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